The MTRA Newsletter

MTRA Hosts a Yard Sale

It Was a Yard Sale!!  Or perhaps we should say pasture sale. The Ambassadors Committee organized a March 7th yard/barn/estate sale to benefit MTRA. The student classes proceeded as usual.  Leaders for this successful event were Denise Evans and Kathy McFarland.  Because MTRA is a special organization with special riders and volunteers it was called “All Things Special—yard, barn and estate sale.”  This is going to be an annual event and one that should mature and become more successful each year. A number of MTRA volunteers came and helped with the sale, and some brought tables with their “stuff” to sale for the benefit of MTRA. Every one enjoyed the roasted hotdogs, sodas and water served by our cooks, Tina and Kate.  On a picture perfect sunny day MTRA realized $800 from the event.  

Thanks go to all who participated, but there is one person we especially want to recognize.  J.D. Moffatt was a great help in making this event a success.  He helped his mom get the word out about the sale, brought a trailer load of goods to sell, and donated all the money he made to MTRA.  Now that’s special.  However, not only did he work hard at the sale, he also participated in his riding lesson that day.  So, for hard work, perseverance, and being a real team player we name J.D. our ‘Person of The Day.’
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Spruce Creek Golf and Country Club Seniors donate to MTRA

In February, seniors at the Del Webb’s Spruce Creek Golf and Country Club held  “The 2009 Del Webb Spruce Creek Senior Games for Charity” and chose MTRA as one of the two recipients of funds raised.  Hundreds of energetic and generous seniors participated in games ranging from billiards, basketball, and swimming, to many other competitions to numerous to list. At the closing ceremony on March 7th checks were presented to MTRA and the Marion County Humane Society.  MTRA is grateful to have been chosen by this spectacular group; this donation helps support our riding programs.  MTRA sends a great, big “Thank You” to all who made this gift possible.  To read more details about this event go to: www.ocala.com/article/20090224.   
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Ambassadors Committee

There’s a new committee at MTRA—The Ambassadors Committee.  They are a group of MTRA volunteers whose mission is to raise money, have fun, and enjoy the work of helping the organization.  Current members are Carol Bardin, Alex Sinclair, Julie Stuburd, Sharon Moffatt, Denise Evans and Kathy Mc Farland.  The chair of the committee is Dr. Shirley Graves Modell and the “go to person” is, of course, Kate Robbins.  Got ideas for the committee?  Want to participate in the committee?  You are welcome; we have lots of jobs to pass around that we hope will benefit MTRA. Our motto is:

Take my hand and walk with me,

Your strength will build a team,

Good rewards will come for all to see,

As we, the team, fulfill a dream.”

This committee represents only one small segment of the MTRA volunteers who make the organization a success.  Together all the volunteers make MTRA the leader in therapeutic riding programs in this community.  Take a bow.
Live Oak International Combined Driving Event

March 19-22, 2009 were busy days for MTRA volunteers.  The setting was beautiful, the weather perfect, and good will combined with hard work made MTRA a winning team.  This yearly event takes place at the Weber’s Live Oak Plantation and exhibitors and event competitors come from all over the world.  Susan Gilliland is the director of the Live Oak event. Our own volunteer, Nina Spencer, works throughout the year with Susan on many aspects of the event.  MTRA is fortunate to be a primary recipient of some of the funds generated at this event. Also, the MTRA name is highlighted on the event posters and web site advertising spots.
Over 40 MTRA volunteers came to Live Oak and worked from sun up to sun down performing multiple tasks.  Volunteers manned the access gates at Live Oak, collected the admission fee, directed cars to parking spots, staffed merchandise booths for MTRA and Live Oak, drove courtesy carts, and helped out as needed.  Our golf cart attendants were so helpful and cheerful that many riders “tipped” them and they, in turn, generously gave the money to MTRA. There were other well wishers who gave unsolicited checks.  Petty Quarter Horse sold ice cream from their “Good Humor” ice cream wagon and gave the profits to MTRA—how sweet it is!  The organizers of the Live Oak event support the MTRA cause by donating one-half of the gate admission monies and all the tailgating party monies.  These dollars and the goodwill created mean a great deal to MTRA. Kate and all the volunteers did an outstanding job.  Also, while this event was going on, our regularly scheduled lessons continued, so MTRA volunteers were everywhere.  

What a Team!

MTRA Volunteers - You are the best!

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Citrus Cup Regional Morgan Horse Show

April 15-18, 2009

Join us for an exciting time at the Citrus Cup All-Morgan Horse Show.  This show will take place at the Canterbury Equestrian Show Center, Newberry, Florida. The judge will be Steve Davis from the University of Vermont Morgan Horse Farm.  The show is where many MTRA supporters compete and have fun.  This year MTRA will have riders competing in the open challenge class and novice division.  Kate, MTRA instructors, and volunteers will all be there.  So, mark the date on your calendar. You don’t want to miss the fun and the chance to see many of your MTRA friends.

End of Year Horse Show and Family Fun Day

On May 16th   MTRA will host our first End of Year Horse Show and Family Fun Day. This day of celebration will include a: horse show for our riders to demonstrate to family and friends what they have accomplished this season; BBQ lunch sale; bake sale; yard games; and arts and crafts! 

All family and friends are welcome to come watch the show and join in the fun. There will be no charge for the horse show events but please bring some money to enjoy lunch and bake sale goodies. Plus, the tickets for the yard games will be .25 cents each, and games will cost one ticket. So bring the family and your chairs. Cheer on the riders and enjoy a great afternoon supporting your favorite riding program!

Summer Riding Program

Volunteers, siblings, neighbors and friends mark your calendar for the summer riding program! Last summer MTRA offered riding lessons to the general public for a minimal fee as a fundraiser for our therapeutic riding program. The summer riding was so well received that we have decided to do it again!   Able-bodied riding lessons will start June 9th and will be offered on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday mornings.  The cost is $200.00 for one day a week for the ten-week session; also private lessons are available at $30.00 for a half-hour lesson. Riding slots are available on a first come first serve basis. Talk to Kate or Marge to sign up!

Summary of Upcoming Events:

April 16-19   Festival of the Horse: Florida Horse Park
April 17:Florida Citrus Cup Challenged Rider Class: Canterbury Showplace, Gainesville
May 9: Regular classes end
May 16: MTRA Horse Show and Family Fun Day
June 9 -Aug 13: Summer Riding Program 

(able-bodied riders fundraiser)
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